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EEPOKT OF THE COUNCIL, 

Bead at the Anniversary Meeting on the 27th Mat. 

The Council, in submitting their Annual Report of the financial 
state and progress of the Royal Geographical Society, are happy 
in being enabled to congratulate the Members on its continued 
prosperity and extended usefulness. 

Members, — Ordinary, Honorary, and Corresponding. — The ac- 
cessions to the Society since the last Anniversary amount to the 
unprecedented number of 233 Fellows. During the same period 
the Council have to record the decease of 30 Ordinary Members, 
and 2 Corresponding, viz., Le Chevalier Pedro de Angelis, of 
Buenos Ayres, and M. Daussy, of Paris. 

The Society now comprises 1510 Fellows, and 54 Honorary 
and Corresponding Members. 

Finances. — The accounts of the past year show an increase of 
receipts proportionate to the growth of the Society, without any 
corresponding increase of expenditure, which has been kept fully 
within the estimates submitted to the last Meeting : the Council 
have therefore been enabled to add 500/. Stock to the permanent 
fund of the Society, which now amounts, inclusive of a further pur- 
chase since the close of the year, to 5000/ New 3 per Cents. 

Publications. — The 30th volume of the Society's Journal, edited 
by Dr. Shaw, and containing 15 maps and illustrations, has been 
issued to the Fellows. 

Volume 4 of the ' Proceedings,' and Nos. I. and II. of Vol. 5, 
likewise edited by Dr. Shaw, have also been completed. Copies 
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of these publications hare been duly presented to the leading 
Scientific Institutions, Home and Foreign, to the list of which have 
been added the Cheetham Library of Manchester ; the Liverpool 
Literary and Philosophical Society, and Mercantile Marine Asso- 
ciation ; Societe d'Encouragement pour l'lndustrie Nationale de 
Paris ; Department of Public Instruction, Upper Canada ; and the 
publishers of Silliman's American Journal. 

Map-Rooms. — The accessions to this department since the last 
Anniversary comprise 1150 maps and charts, and 18 atlases, all 
of which have been arranged in due geographical order. The 
following may be specially noticed, viz. : — Ordnance Maps of Eng- 
land, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, on various scales ; Charts by the 
Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty, accompanied with 
books of Pilotage, &c. ; Government Maps of Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Saxony, Bavaria, and the United States- of America; 
Rogers and Johnston's Atlas of the United States ; the Quadrant 
Atlas by Sir H. James; sundry native Japanese maps and drawings, 
presented by Mr. Rutherford Alcock ; a synchronous map of the 
British Isles, by the Board of Trade ; maps of Norway, Sweden, 
and Denmark, by Captain C. Schwenzen ; Swiss Cantons of 
Geneve, Vaud, Neuchatel, Fribourg, and Graubiindten ; route 
map of British India, by Capt. R. Sprye, &c. ; Russian map of 
Northern Asia ; coasting map of China, from Canton to Pekin, 
by W. S. Sherwill ; Equatorial Africa, showing Du Chaillu's route ; 
Canada, by Devine ; Rio Colorado of the West, by J. C. Ives, 
Top. Eng. U.S. ; Central America, by Sonnenstern ; Australia : 
Stanford's new map, showing recent discoveries ; ancient map, by 
Abel J. Tasman, 1642 ; late discoveries, by J. McDouall Stuart ; 
Geological Survey of Victoria, by R. C Selwyn ; Queensland, by 
L. F. Landsberg ; Sketches from Flinders Range, by T. Burr ; 
Otago (New Zealand), by J. T. Thomson ; chart of North At- 
lantic Ocean, showing the soundings between Iceland, Greenland, 
and Labrador, &c, by Capt. Sir F. L. McClintock ; Adriatic Sea, 
by Imray ; storm and rain chart of North Pacific, by Maury ; 
photographic views from the expeditions under Dr. Livingstone and 
Captain Speke ; Atlases up to date, by Fullarton, Johnston, and 
the proprietors of the ' Dispatch ;' Blackie's and Black's Atlases 
complete. 
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Instruments. — The Prize of 50/., or a Gold Medal, to the de- 
signer or maker of the most serviceable Reflecting Instrument for 
the measurement of angles, is still open for competition. Specifi- 
cations may be obtained at the office of the Society. A valuable 
set of instruments has been supplied to Consul Petherick, with 
books and forms, to enable him to make and register observations 
on his proposed journeys towards the sources of the White Nile. 
Instruments have also been furnished to our Modallist Dr. Rae, 
now engaged in an excursion through Canada towards the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Library. — The additions to this department since the last Anni- 
versary comprise 1050 books and pamphlets, including 140 volumes 
by purchase. Among these may be noticed Atkinson's ' Regions 
of the Upper and Lower Amur ;' Du Chaillu's ' Equatorial Africa ;' 
Beke's ' Sources of the Nile ;' M'Culloch's ' Geographical, Sta- 
tistical, and Historical Dictionary ;' Raverty's ' Afghan Dictionary 
and Grammar ;' Tchihatcheff 's ' Asie Mineure ;' MiddendorfFs 
' Siberische Reise ;' Bollaert's ' New Granada, Equador, Peru, and 
Chile ;' Raleigh's ' History of the World ;' Tennent's ' Ceylon ;' 
Bowring's ' Philippine Islands ;' Hadfield's ' Brazil, River Plate, 
and Falkland Islands ;' Trollope's ' West Indies ;' Maury's ' Phy- 
sical Geography of the Sea ;' Bohn's ' Handbook of Geography ;' 
Bagster's ' Bible of Every Land ;' Dunlop's ' Hunting in the Hi- 
malaya ;' Richardson's ' Polar Regions ;' Mackay's ' Manual of 
Geography ;' Burton's ' Central Africa ;' Petherick's ' Egypt, the 
Soudan, and Central Africa ;' Delia Marmora's ' Itineraire de l'lle 
de Sardaigne ;' Marsden's ' Marco Polo ;' Staunton's ' Embassy to 
China ;' Leake's ' Numismata Hellenica ;' &c. &c. ; and the Trans- 
actions of the principal Literary and Scientific Institutions through- 
out the world. 

Expeditions. — The progress of the expedition under Captains 
Speke and Grant in Eastern Africa, the discoveries of 
Mr. McDouall Stuart in Central Australia, and the travels and 
researches of our Medallist Dr. Livingstone, have been duly re- 
ported to the Society. The expedition under Consul Petherick, 
towards which a sum of nearly 1200?. has been subscribed by 
Members and others, has also started for the White Nile, to meet 
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and assist with supplies the expedition from Zanzibar, under 
Captains Speke and Grant. The exploration also of M. Du 
Chaillu in Western Equatorial Africa and the " Gorilla " district 
has engaged much attention, and the specimens of natural history 
brought by him have been submitted, at the Rooms of the Society, 
for the examination of the Fellows and their friends. The ' Pro- 
ceedings ' may be referred to for farther interesting geographical 
notices. 

Royal Premium. — The Founder's Medal has been awarded to 
Capt. John Banning Speke, of the Indian Army, for his eminent 
geographical discoveries in Africa, his prudence and intrepidity as 
a traveller, and more especially for the discovery of the great lake 
Victoria Nyanza, as illustrated by the map constructed for the 
Journal of this Society ; and, lastly, for the zeal with which he 
undertook and is now carrying out, at the instance of the Society, 
the determination of the northern limits of the Lake Victoria 
Nyanza, and the possible sources of the White Nile ; and the 
Patron's Gold Medal to Mr. John McDouall Stuart, for his very 
remarkable explorations in the interior of Australia, and particu- 
larly for his last successful journey from South Australia to the 
waterparting of Northern Australia, as illustrated by his own 
maps. 

House. — The evening meetings continue to be held, by permis- 
sion of the Chancellor of the University of London and the Council 
of the Royal Society, at Burlington House, no other arrangement 
having yet been found practicable for the accommodation of the 
numerous members of the Society. 



MEMORANDUM. 

The folloioing motion is recommended by the Council for 
adoption : — 

Considering the very great inconvenience attending the present 
method of ballot at the crowded Evening Meetings, the impracti- 
cability of carrying round boxes to obtain the vote of each Fellow, 
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and the very small number of Fellows who take the trouble of 
voting as they enter the Hall : 

Resolved — 

" That the election of Fellows be entrusted to the Council ; it 
being understood that the names of the Candidates proposed, 
and of the Fellows duly elected, shall be regularly announced 
from the Chair at each ordinary Evening Meeting, and that 
the necessary alteration be made in the Bye Laws, Chap. II., 
Section 2, and that Section No. 3 be struck out." 

The following alterations of the Rules under Section 5 are 
unanimously recommended : — 

1. That in Section 5, Paragraph 3, referring to the duties of the 

Honorary Secretary, after the words " he shall make abstracts 
of all memoirs read before the Society," the following shall 
be appended, " and be the Editor of the Proceedings." 

2. That in Paragraph 5, referring to the duties of the Acting 

Secretary, the words " and Proceedings " be omitted. 

3. That the following be inserted between the present paragraphs 

4 and 5 : " That in the event of the absence of either of the 
Honorary Secretaries, his duties shall be performed by such 
member or members of the Council as the President may 
appoint, or they may be delegated to the Acting Secretary." 

In the event of the Anniversary Meeting acquiescing in this 
recommendation of the Committee, it is further proposed as a 
Minute of Council, — 

1. That all memoirs read before the Society on the Monday 

night, and all papers recommended for " additional notices " 
at the Council Meeting of that day, be forwarded to the address 
of the Honorary Secretary who is the Editor of the Proceed- 
ings on the Wednesday, to be returned by him on the Monday 
following. 

2. That the Honorary Secretary should himself communicate with 

the speakers at the Evening Meeting, with the printers, and 
with the shorthand reporters. 

3. That arrangements about advertisements and the distribution 

of the printed copies shall remain with the Acting Secretary 
and Office as heretofore. 



Balance- Sheet for the Year 1860. 
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